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Letters to the Editor 


What We Know Ab6iit#otv r eiel: 


Editor, Virftolan-Pilot: , . *..• %. 

The recent ^c-ise" of U -2 pilot FranciS ~^in this one 
Gary Powte* has brought to light many Four* is tiw qi^Hon rf^weJa 
intercstibfc facts which should bo consid- fourtd p 

<re{ j , ‘ •'*>••. eri durusg H|* p 

First, although the Central .Intelligence 

Agency officially cleared Powers fen lues- < J** servlcea p 

slay, there are many points not clarified ,®” r 1 

and many questions not answered, which «te> -country K*« 


.A" > t 



probably never will be answered, but that 
in a Song range viewpoint, is really im- 
material. The pilot of such a reconnais- 
sance plane is able to destroy his plane 

W’g t l H jjTqi a ' istfr^w y 




reported that he was in no position to pull 
this deatruct switch without endangering 
his own life. No one is able »• pajss-^SSy 
judgment on a person lacc.i by such a 
situation. Cut there still remains the ques- 
tion: How fsr dots loyalty to one’s coun- 
try go? 

Second, the exposing of our reconnais- 
sance flights over Soviet territory was env, 
barraxsing in oil respects, but the Russians 
do no; have •'Idy-white hands’' either. This 
was f'ovod bv the captured MIG which 
was downed in Italy. As yet, the actions 
!• i be pilot, when compared to our awn 
If ” i-.iot, arc as different as night from 
iHy. This cannot be taken as a condemna- 
tion of Powers' conduct, however. 

Tl>:r;} t the criticism directed against the 
.operations of our Central Intelligence 
Agency is entirely unwarranted. In a world 1 
such 'as ours, there is n necessity for ccr - 
rain undercovei activities. Idealism is fine, 
but unt always practical. Ii we are to re- 
main free, we must always stay one step 
ahead of the Russians. A steady flow 9! 


person rntqt psske his own dedsion, sad 
only history will have the fwal say *0, Sat 
the actions of Mr. Powers do not teem lo 
be those of one who has the interest* of 

hi« cnimtry n» heart . . : 


Franklin, 


JAMES C. HOWEtL 
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